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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend the claims to read as follows 

1 . (Currently amended) A toggle bolt device comprising; 

a) an elongated tool body having an outer surface with an at least partially threaded 
portion, first and second end portions and a central, longitudinal bore having a longitudinal axis 
and internal threads th a t i s a t le as t p arti aHy - thread c d , the first end portion of the body having a 
socket and a plurality of circumferentially spaced apart and radially extending slots that 
communicate with the socket radially extending from the socket to the outer surface of the tool 
body : 

b) the tool body including a shaft that extends continuously through the longitudinal 
bore and having respective first and second end portions communicating with the body end 
portions, the shaft having external threads that engage the internal threads of the tool body, being 
at l e as t par t ially exte rnally threaded and the shaft being rotatable relative to the body about said 
longitudinal axis : 

c) a plate that carries a plurality of locking members tha t each vary in thickness , each 
locking member having a thicker inner end portion and a thinner outer end portion, wherein the 
plate and t he locking members are is attached to and rotates with the shaft at the first end portion 
of the body; 

d) the locking members being movablv attached to the plate, each locking member 
being rotatable: 1) relative to the plate and 2) about the shaft when the locking members move 
between extended and retracted positions responsive to a rotation of the shaft and plate relative 
to the tool body , the locking members extending radially beyond the outer surface of the body 
in the extended position and being pulled into con t ained within the body at the socket in the 
retracted position; 

e) a nut that is connectable to the body with a at t he partially threaded connection 
portion; and 

f) wherein load transfer between the plate and the nut is via the plate, locking 
members, tool body and shaft. 
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2. (Currently amended) The toggle bolt of claim 1 wherein there are at least three 
locking members a nu t tha t is connec t able t o t he body a t t he par t ially t hr e aded portion . 

3. (Currently amended) A toggle bolt device comprising; 

a) an elongated body having an outer surface with external threads an a t least 
partially t h r ead e d p o rtion, first and second end portions and a central, longitudinal bore having 
a central longitudinal axis and internal threads that is at least partially t hreaded , the first end 
portion of the body having a socket and a plurality of circurnferentially spaced apart radially 
extending slots that communicate with the socket; 

b) the tool body including a shaft that extends through the bore and having respective 
first and second end portions communicating with the body end portions, the shaft having 
external threads that engage the internal threads of the tool body being a t leas t partially e x t e r nally 
threaded and rotatable relative to the body; 

c) a plate mounted to the shaft , the plate artd carryinga plurality of locking members 
that each vary in thickness, the locking members being movablv arc attached to the plate in 
between the plate and the external threads of the tool body shaft a t the first end portion of the 
body , the locking members being a tt ached t o the first end portion of t he sha ft; 

d) the locking members being movable between extended and retracted positions in 
a plane that is generally perpendicular to the central longitudinal axis and responsive to a rotation 
of the shaft and the plate relative to the tool body , the locking members being rotatable: 1) 
relative to the plate and 2) about the shaft and extending radially beyond the outer surface of the 
body in the extended position and being pulled into c ontained - within the body at the socket in 
the retracted position; 

e) wherein the locking members have curved outer surfaces; and 

f) a nut that is connectable to the external threads of the body at the partially 
threaded portion ; and 

g) wherein the combination of tool body and shaft extends continuously from the 
plate to the nut, enabling load transfer between the plate and the nut via the shaft. 

4. (Currently amended) A toggle bolt device comprising; 
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a) an elongated body having an outer surface with an at least partially threaded 
portion, first and second end portions and a central, longitudinal bore that is at least partially 
threaded, the first end portion of the body having a socket and a plurality of circumferentially 
spaced apart slots that communicate with the socket; 

b) the tool body including a shaft that extends through the bore and having respective 
first and second end portions communicating with the body end portions, the shaft being at least 
partially externally threaded and rotatable relative to the body; 

c) a plate attached to the second end portion of the shaft for rotation therewith: 

d) c) a plurality of locking members that each vary in thickness, the locking members 
each being are attached to the plate sha ft a t t h e firs t en d p o r t ion of th e body , the locking m e mbe r s 
b ein g -atta ch e d - -tc r thc-ft rst e nd por t i on o f th e shaft ; 

e) d) the locking members being rotatable: 1) relative to the plate and 2) about the shaft 
and movable between extended and retracted positions responsive to a rotation of the shaft and 
plate , the locking members extending radially beyond the outer surface of the tool b ody outer 
surface in the extended position and being pulled into con t ained within the tool body at the 
socket in the retracted position; 

f) e) a nut that is connectable to the external threads body a t the partially th r eaded 
portion ; and 

g) f) wherein the body has curved camming surfaces at the socket that are positioned 
to guide movement of the locking members as they travel between the extended and retracted 
positions; and 

h) g) wherein the shaft ex t ends con t inuously from attaches to the plate to t he nu t, 
enabling load transfer between the plate and the nut via the locking members, shaft and tool 
body . 

5. (Currently amended) A toggle bolt device comprising; 

a) an elongated tool body having an outer surface with an at least partially threaded 
portion, first and second end portions and a central, longitudinal bore having internal threads that 
is at leas t partially threaded , the first end portion of the body having a socket and a plurality of 
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circumferentiall y. radially extending spaced apart slots that communicate with the socket; 

b) a shaft that extends through the bore and having respective first and second end 
portions communicating with the body end portions, the shaft having external threads that engage 
the internal threads of the tool body, the shaft being being at leas t pa r tia l ly e xter nally threaded 
ami rotatable relative to the tool body; 

c} a plate attached to the second end portion of the shaft for rotation therewith: 
d) e) a plurality of locking members that each vary in thickness, the locking members 
are attached to the plate shaf t- a t-t hc fi r st - end portioiro ft hc - body, t he lucking memb e rs being 


el d) the locking members being rotatable; O relative to the plate and 2) about the shaft 
and movable between extended and retracted positions responsive to a rotation of the shaft and 
in a plane that is generally perpendicular to the central longitudinal shaft , the locking members 
extending radially beyond the outer surface of the body in the extended position and being 
contained within the body at the socket in the retracted position; 

f) c) a nut that is connectable to the tool second end portion of the body at the external 
threads partially t hreaded portion : and 

f) a plate attached to Hie shaft, the l o cking members be i ng moun t ed on the plate; and 

g) wherein the tool body and shaft extends continuously from the plate to the nut, 
enabling load transfer between the plate and the nut via the tool body, locking members, and 
shaft. 

6. (Original) The toggle bolt of claim 5 wherein the shaft has a first threaded portion 
that connects with the plate and a second threaded portion that engages the body. 

7. (Currently amended) A toggle bolt device comprising; 

a) an elongated tool body having an outer surface with external threads an a t least 
partially t hreaded porti o n , first and second end portions and a central, longitudinal bore having 
internal threads that is a t leas t p art i ally t hr e aded, the first end portion of the body having a socket 
and a plurality of circumferential ly spaced apart and radially extending slots that communicate 
with the socket; 
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b) a shaft that extends through the bore and having respective first and second end 
portions communicating with the body end portions, the shaft having external threads that engage 
the interna l threads of the tool body, the shaft being being at l e ast partially ex t ernally t hr e aded 
and rotatable relative to the tool body; 

c) a plate carrying a plurality of locking members that each vary in thickness, the 
locking members and plate being attached to the shaft at the first end portion of the tool body, 
the plate and locking members being pivotallv attached to the plate first end por t ion of t he shaft ; 

d) the locking members being rotatable: 1 ) relative to the plate and 2) about the shaft 
and movable between extended and retracted positions responsive to a rotation of the shaft and 
plate , the locking members extending radially beyond the outer surface of the body in the 
extended position and being contained within the body at the socket in the retracted position; 

e) a nut that is connectable to the body external threads a t t h e partially t hreaded 
portion; and 

f) wherein the shaft has a tool receptive portion at one end thereof that enables 
rotation of the shaft relative to the body; and 

g) wherein the shaft and tool body extends continuously from the plate to the nut, 
enabling load transfer between the plate and the nut via the plate, locking members, tool body 
and shaft. 

8. (Original) The toggle bolt of claim 1 wherein the nut engages the body generally 
opposite the locking members. 

9. (Original) The toggle bolt of claim 1 wherein the shaft moves linearly relative 
to the central longitudinal axis of the body when the shaft is rotated. 

1 0. (Currently amended) A fastener for joining two members together, each member 
having an opening therethrough of a selected diameter, comprising; 

a) an elongated body having an outer surface with an at least partially threaded 
portion, first and second end portions and a central, longitudinal bore that is partially threaded, 
the first end portion of the body having a socket and a plurality of circumferentially spaced apart, 
radially extending slots that communicate with the socket; 
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b) a shaft that extends through the bore and having respective first and second end 
portions communicating with the body end portions, the shaft being partially externally threaded 
and rotatable relative to the body, the partially externally threaded portion of the shaft engaging 
the threaded portion of the bore; 

c) a plate carrying a plurality of locking members that each engage the plate , the 
plate and locking membe r s being attached to the shaft at the first end portion of the body, the 
plate and locking m e mbers being attached to the first e nd porti o n of the shaft ; 

d) the plate and locking members being movable between extended and retracted 
positions responsive to a rotation of the shaft relative to the tool body , the locking members being 
rotatable: 1) relative to the plate and 2) about the shaft and extending radially beyond the outer 
surface of the body and the selected diameter in the extended position and being pulled into 
contained within the body at the socket and inside the selected diameter in the retracted position; 

e) a nut that is connectable to the body at the external threads partially t hreaded 
portion ; and 

f) wherein the combination of tool body and shaft extends continuously from the 
plate to the nut, enabling load transfer between the plate and the nut via the locking members, 
tool body and shaft. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) A bolt apparatus comprising; 

a) an elongated tool body having an outer surface with external threads an at leas t 
partially t h r eaded portion , first and second end portions and a central, longitudinal bore having 
internal threads that is a t least partially threaded, the first end portion of the body having a socket 
and a plurality of circumferentially spaced apart slots that communicate with the socket; 

b) a shaft that extends through the bore and having respective first and second end 
portions positioned next to communicating with the respective body end portions, the shaft 
having external threads that engage the tool body internal threads b e ing at least pa r tially 
externally threaded and being rotatable relative to the tool body; 

c) a plate caiiying a plurality of locking members attached to the shaft next to the 
first end portion of the body, the plate having a plurality of and locking members being attached 
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thereto at to the first end portion of the shaft; 

d) the locking members being rotatable: 1 ) relative to the plate and 2) about the shaft 
and movable between extended and retracted positions responsive to a rotation of the shaft, the 
locking members extending radially beyond the outer surface of the body in the extended position 
and being pulled into con t ain e d within the body at the socket in the retracted position; 

e) a nut that is connectable to the body external threads a t t h e p artially t hreaded 
port i on ; and 

f) wherein the combination of tool body and shaft extends continuously from the 
plate to the nut, enabling load transfer between the plate and the nut via the plate, locking 
members, tool body and shaft. 

12. (Previously presented) The bolt apparatus of claim 1 1 wherein there are at least 
three locking members a nut that is connectable to the body at the partially threaded portion. 

13. (Currently amended) A bolt apparatus comprising; 

a) an elongated tool body having an outer surface with external threads an a t leas t 
pa rt ially th r eaded po rt ion , first and second end portions and a central, longitudinal bore having 
internal threads t ha tr s - a tl eas t p a r ti ally threaded , the first end portion of the body having a socket 
and a plurality of circumferentially spaced apart slots that communicate with the socket; 

b) a shaft that extends through the bore and having respective first and second end 
portions communicating with the body end portions, the shaft having external threads that engage 
the tool body internal threads being a t leas t par t ially ex t ernally threaded and the shaft and plate 
being rotatable together relative to the body; 

c) a plate carrying a plurality of locking members attached thereto to the shaft next 
to the first end portion of the body , t he locking membe r s being attach e d to th e first end portion 
of t he sha ft; 

d) the locking members being rotatable: 1 ) relative to the plate and 2) about the shaft 
and movable between extended and retracted positions responsive to a rotation of the shaft, the 
locking members extending radially beyond the outer surface of the body in the extended position 
and being contained within the body at the socket in the retracted position; 
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e) wherein the locking members have curved outer surfaces; 

f) a nut that is connectable to the body at the partially threaded portion; and 

g) wherein the combination of tool body and shaft extends continuously from the 
plate to the nut, enabling load transfer between the plate and the nut via the plate, locking 
members, tool body and shaft. 

14. (Currently amended) A bolt apparatus comprising; 

a) an elongated body having an outer surface with an at least partially threaded 
portion, first and second end portions and a central, longitudinal bore that is at least partially 
threaded, the first end portion of the body having a socket and a plurality of circumferentially 
spaced apart slots that communicate with the socket; 

b) a shaft that extends through the bore and having respective first and second end 
portions communicating with the body end portions, the shaft being at least partially externally 
threaded and rotatable relative to the body; 

c) a plate attached to the first end portion of the shaft for rotation therewith, the plate 
carrying a plurality of locking members tha t each vary in thi c kn e s s, the plate and locking 
members bein g , being attached to the plate shaft at the first end portion of t he body, t h e plat e and 
locking members being attached to the firs t end portion of t he shaft ; 

d) the locking members being rotatable: 1 ) relative to the plate and 2) about the shaft 
and movable between extended and retracted positions responsive to a rotation of the shaft, the 
locking members extending radi ally beyond the outer surface of the body in the extended position 
and being contained within the body at the socket in the retracted position; 

e) a nut that is connectable to the external threads of the tool body body a t the 
partially t lucaded portion ; 

f) wherein the tool body has curved camming surfaces at the sockets that are 
positioned to guide movement of the locking members as they travel between the extended and 
retracted positions; and 

g) wherein tire a combination of the tool body and shaft extends continuously from 
the plate to the nut, enabling load transfer between the plate and the nut via the plate, locking 
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members, tool body and shaft. 

1 5. (Currently amended) A bolt device comprising; 

a) an elongated body having an outer surface with an at least partially threaded 
portion, first and second end portions and a central, longitudinal bore that is at least partially 
threaded, the first end portion of the body having a socket and a plurality of circumferentially 
spaced apart slots that communicate with the socket; 

b) a shaft that extends through the bore and having respective first and second end 
portions communicating with the body end portions, the shaft being at least partially externally 
threaded , the externally threaded portions of the shaft engaging the internally threaded portion 
of the tool body and the shaft being rotatable relative to the body; 

c) a plate attached to the second end portion of the shaft for rotation therewith: 

d) c) a plurality of locking members , each attached to the plate shaft next to the first 
end portion of the body, t he locking members being attached to the fust end por t ion of t he shaft ; 

e) tr) the locking members being rotatable: 1) relative to the plate and 2) about the shaft 
and movable between extended and retracted positions responsive to a rotation of the shaft, the 
locking members extending radially beyond the outer surface of the body in the extended position 
and being contained within the body at the socket in the retracted position; 

f! e) a nut that is connectable to the s e cond e nd externally threaded portion of the tool 
body at t he partially t hreaded portion ; and 

f) a pla t e a t tached t o t he firs t aid portion of t he shaft, the Unking members being 

motmt e d-cm the pla t e; and 

g) . wherein the combination of tool body and shaft extends continuously from the 
plate to the nut, enabling load transfer between the plate and the nut via the plate, locking 
members » tool body and shaft. 

1 6. (Previously presented) The toggle bolt of claim 5 wherein the shaft has a first 
threaded portion that connects with the plate and a second threaded portion that engages the 
body. 

1 7. (Currently amended) A toggle bolt device comprising; 
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a) an elongated body having an outer surface with an externally at leas t par t ially 
threaded portion, first and second end portions and a central, longitudinal bore having internal 
threads that i& at leas t partially t hreaded , the first end portion of the body having a socket and a 
plurality of circumferential ly spaced apart slots that communicate with the socket; 

b) a continuous shaft that extends through the bore and having respective first and 
second end portions communicating with the body end portions, the shaft being at least partially 
externally threaded and connected to the internal threads of the tool body and rotatable relative 
to the body; 

c) a plate that carries a plurality of locking members, each attached to the plate the 
plat e at t ach e d t o the shaft next t o t he first end portion of t he body, t he l o cking members being 
a tt ach e d t o t he firs t end portion of the shaft ; 

d) the locking members being rotatable: 1 ) relative to the plate and 2) about the shaft 
and movable between extended and retracted positions responsive to a rotation of the shaft and 
the plate, the locking members extending radially beyond the outer surface of the body in the 
extended position and being contained within the body at the socket in the retracted position; 

e) a nut that is connectable to the body at the externally partially threaded portion; 

f) wherein the shaft has a tool receptive portion at one end thereof that enables 
rotation of the shaft relative to the body; and 

g) wherein the shaft extends continuously from the plate to the nut, enabling load 
transfer between the plate and the nut via the plate, locking members, tool body and shaft. 

1 8. (Previously presented) The bolt of claim 1 wherein the nut engages the body 
generally opposite the locking members. 

19. (Previously presented) The bolt of claim 1 wherein the shaft moves linearly 
relative to the central longitudinal axis of the body when the shaft is rotated. 

20. (Currently amended) A fastener for joining two members together, each member 
having an opening therethrough of a selected diameter, comprising; 

a) an elongated tool body having an outer surface with external threads an at least 
par t ially t hreaded po rt ion , first and second end portions and a central, longitudinal bore having 
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internal threads that is partially threaded , the first end portion of the body having a socket and 
a plurality of circumferentially spaced apart, radially extending slots that communicate with the 
socket; 

b) a shaft that extends through the bore and having respective first and second end 
portions communicating with the body end portions, the shaft having external threa ds that engage 
the tool body internal threads, the shaft being being pa rt ially ext er nally threaded and rotatable 
relative to the body , the partially externally threaded porti o n o f the shaft engaging the t hreaded 
p o rt ion of t hc - bo r e ; 

c) a plate and a plurality of locking members that arc attached to the shaft at the first 
end portion of the bod v> the plate rotating with the shaft ; 

d) a plurality of the locking members , each attached to the plate and being rotatable: 
\) relative to the plate and 2) about the shaft and movable between extended and retracted 
positions responsive to a rotation of the shaft and plate relative to the tool body , the locking 
members extending radially beyond the outer surface of the body and - thtrse l ected diame t e r in the 
extended position and being contained within the body at the socket and inside t he se lec t ed 
d i a m e ter in the retracted position; 

e) a nut that is connectable to the body external threads at t he partially t h r eaded 
por t ion ; and 

f) wherein the combination of tool body and shaft extends continuously from the 
plate to the nut, enabling load transfer between the plate and the nut via the plate, locking 
members, tool body and shaft . 
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